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Porphyry had her domestic shrine. There he set down a
mattress and went to sleep. But the room was next to Por-
phyry 's, and soon the boy woke up. He could hear sounds
coming from the next room. Through a crack in the partition
he could see a light. He thought that Hsi-m6n Ch'ing had
gone and that Han Tao-kuo was sleeping there. He took a
pin and made a hole in the paper. Through trie hole he peeped.
The candles were shining brightly. He was surprised to see
Hsi-m6n Ch'ing sporting vigorously with his master's wife,
whose legs were plainly to be seen over the frame of the bed.
Hsi-men Ch'ing was wearing a short silken vest and nothing
at all upon the lower part of his body. At the edge of the bed,
he was coming and going, plunging and prancing, making a
considerable noise. The woman was saying all kinds of
endearments to him. Hu Hsiu heard: "My darling, if you
would like to burn your naughty sweetheart, do so. Burn me
whenever and wherever you like. I shall not forbid you. My
body is all yours, and whatever you like to do with it, you
may do."

"But your husband may not like it,*' Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said.

"Even if that turtle had eight heads and eight galls, he
would not dare not to like it; it is only by your bounty that
he exists."

"If you will love me only," Hsi-m&i said, "I will send him
and Lai Pao to stay in the south. I can keep them busy there
buying merchandise for me."

"Then send him," the woman said. "Why should you keep
him here? Send him away by all means, and when he comes
back I will find another woman for him. I belong heart and
soul to you, so I want him no longer. Do with me whatever
you think fit, I shall be quite content. And if I lie to you,
may this unworthy body rot utterly away."

"You need take no oaths," Hsi-mSn said.

Hu Hsiu heard all that they said and saw all that they did.

Han Tao-kuo, before he left the house, had seen no sign
of the boy and supposed that he had gone to the shop. But
when he got to the shop and made inquiries of Wang Hsien
and Jung Hai, they told him that the boy was not there.
Han Tao-kuo went home again and looked for Hu Hsiu at
the front and the back, but could see him nowhere. In the